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MANITOBA'S POPULATION DYNAMICS
COVID-19 HAS CAUSED SHORT-TERM DISRUPTIONS
Chris Ferris, Senior Economist

Bottom Line
The long-term effect of Manitoba’s Provincial Nominee Program has been to smooth out
Manitoba’s population pyramid. COVID-19 has caused some short-term distortions to our
population dynamics.
Population growth in Canada, Manitoba and Saskatchewan fell during the pandemic.
Manitoba and Saskatchewan both saw population growth decline more than the national
average.
Manitoba’s population statistics show that: natural increase fell due to a higher death rate
and lower birth rate. Higher deaths were in part, a result of COVID-19. The lower births
were likely due to a few reasons:
the difficulty of dating under COVID-19 restrictions, limiting the formation of new
couples and new households, and
existing households were concerned about possible complications of pregnancy during
a pandemic, also reducing the number of births.

Bottom Line Continued
Manitoba's Net inter-provincial migration (IPM) continued to decline between July 1, 2020, and
July 1, 2021. Nearly 20,000 Manitobans moving to other provinces, while just under 10,000
Canadians moved to Manitoba from other provinces.
Due to travel restrictions and lower availability of flights: net immigration, net temporary
emigration, and net non-permanent residents all fell. As flight restrictions ease and the
number of flights increase, we should see these categories begin to bounce back.
Interprovincial migration dynamics to and from Manitoba mainly involve population flows with
British Columbia, Alberta, and Ontario. These three provinces have remained attractive for
Manitoban’s, driving out-migration for economic and other reasons. Conversely, they are
Manitoba’s main origins for in-migration.

ANALYSIS OF POPULATION DYNAMICS
Changes in
Manitoba’s
Population Share by
Age Group and
Gender
Prior to the Manitoba
Provincial Nominee
Program (MPNP), Manitoba’s
population pyramid had a
large bulge for the Baby
Boomers, followed by the
smaller Gen X cohort.

In 1991:
Baby Boomers were aged 27 to 45.
Generation X were aged 11 to 26.

Source: Statistics Canada, Table 17-10-0005-01
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The effect of the MPNP
has filled out the
Generation X cohort
more and added to the
following working age
cohorts (Millennials
and the start of
Generation Z). This
can be seen in the 2021
population pyramid.
In 2021:
Baby Boomers were
aged 57 to 75, and
Generation X were
aged 41 to 56.

We used a 2020 MacLean’s article as a definition of these five different generations. /1

/1 While Generation Alpha did not have a cut-off date in the article, we simply used the 15-year period used for
Generation X, Millennials, and Gen Z and so set it to 2028. The exact year cutoffs and names of these generations
occassionally shift. My view is that they can be useful placeholders at times, but they are not a substitute for analysis.
Source: Statistics Canada, Table 17-10-0005-01
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Population and
Population Growth Rates
Statistics Canada released its
July 1, 2021, population estimates
on September 29, 2021.
We can see that the pandemic put
a serious kink in the population
growth of Canada and Manitoba.

The year-over-year population
growth rates of Canada, Manitoba
and Saskatchewan fell in both
2020 and 2021, corresponding
with the COVID-19 pandemic.
Canada’s population growth
rate fell to 0.5 per cent in
2021.
Manitoba’s population growth
rate fell to 0.2 per cent in
2021.
Saskatchewan’s population
growth rate fell to 0 per cent in
2021.

Source: Statistics Canada, Table 17-10-0005-01
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Table: Estimates of the components of demographic growth for Manitoba (Table 17-10-0008-01)

Estimates of Components of Manitoba Demographic Growth
The components of population growth have been affected by the pandemic. Natural
increase fell in 2020/19 and 2021/20, with more deaths and fewer births. Net immigration
fell in 2021/20, as did temporary emigration. /2 The values that are negative reduced the
Manitoba population.
We can see that the net effect is the sum of all the categories (A through F). The COVID-19
pandemic sharply reduced the net effect on Manitoba’s population. Much of this was due to
sharply reduced air passenger flights for Net immigration, Net temporary emigration, and Net
non-permanent residents.
As flights resume and vaccination rates in other countries ramp up, we should see net
immigration and net non-permanent residents (including University students) begin to
bounceback.
/2 Natural Increase = Births – Deaths. Net immigration = immigration + returning emigrants – emigrants.
Source: Statistics Canada, Table 17-10-0008-01
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Manitoba Inter-Provincial
Migration (IPM) by Origin and
Destination
The number of Manitoban’s migrating
to other provinces has been rising
since 2018. The estimate as of July 1,
2021, is just shy of 20,000 people.
The largest destination provinces from
Manitoba are:
Ontario,
Alberta, and
British Columbia.
The number of Canadian’s migrating to
Manitoba has been trending downward
since 2002.
The estimate as of July 1, 2021, is just
shy of 10,000 people.
The largest origin provinces are:
Ontario,
Alberta, and
British Columbia.
The net effect on Manitoba of IPM in
2021 was a decline of 9,685 people.
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